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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR TUKS COMMITTEE
If you are reading this handbook, chances are you are curious about Judaism, Israel & Zionism
and/or want to know more.
The aim of this handbook is to help educate and enlighten you and anyone who may be interested
in these topics. With this handbook, we hope to help answer some of your questions or confusions
because we understand that Judaism is infinite and complex, which can sometimes seem
overwhelming.
Even if you are familiar with Jewish law and its customs, we appreciate that sometimes it is hard
to articulate the answers to the practical and sometimes tough questions. It is our hope that this
handbook will help you do so, which can seem rather daunting to tackle at times.
Please remember, though, that this is not a source for Jewish law, nor is it comprehensive. It is
only a guide and an introduction to and/or small summary on many of the topics covered. Please
always ask your local Jewish Rabbi for halachic questions, and if you need help finding one, we
can put you in touch.
May you use this handbook in good health and happiness! And always remember that we are here
for you and for any questions you might have. We love hearing from you!
SAUJS TUKS 2021
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SECTION 1
JUDAISM
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WHAT IS THE TORAH ?
The word Torah literally means “instruction” – meaning some sort of guidance in life.
When we refer to the Torah, we usually mean the 5 Books of Moses (or in Hebrew,
Chumash) that was given by G-d to Moses on Mount Sinai. However, we also
sometimes use the word Torah simply to mean all of our Holy Scriptures (whether of
written or oral origin).
When we talk about “a Torah,” we are referring to a parchment scroll version of the 5
Books of Moses that is kept in the ark of the synagogue and taken out to be read
during prayer services.
The whole of the written Jewish Holy Scriptures is called the Tanach, which includes
the 5 Books of Moses, the Books of the Prophets and the Writings. The Oral Torah,
which was written down (at certain points in Jewish history), includes the Midrash
(‘stories’ of the Rabbis), Mishnah (brief summary of the Oral Torah), Gemorah/Talmud
(expansion of the Oral Torah) and the commentaries of the Rabbis. We also have
various codes of Jewish law that great Rabbis have codified over the ages.
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Is Kosher the same as Halaal?
No, Kosher and Halaal are not the same. The laws of kashrut tend to be far more complex
than those of Halaal.
While we cannot give all the details, here are some of the main principles:
o

Only animals that have split hooves and chew the cud are kosher

o

Only fish that have fins and scales are kosher

o
o

Meat and milk may never be mixed
Animals have to be killed in accordance with particular Jewish laws under special Jewish
supervision e.g. animals may only be killed by a Shochet (an observant Jewish person
qualified in this area)

o

Only milk from a kosher animal may be consumed

o

Insects are not kosher and therefore all fruit and vegetables have to be checked for
insects. If a particular fruit or veggie is infested with bugs or it is impossible to check, it
may not be eaten

WHY DON’T JEWS EAT BACON?
Even though the pig has split hooves, it does not chew the cud.
Therefore, the pig is not a kosher animal.
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WHAT IS THE SABBATH?
The Sabbath, commonly referred to as Shabbat or Shabbos, is an extremely holy and
regal day beginning Friday at sunset and culminating Saturday evening at nightfall (in
line with Jewish law that “a day” begins at night). On Shabbos, Jewish people are
commanded by G-d to rest, corresponding to creation, where G-d created the world in
six days and on the seventh day (Saturday) He rested.

What does this concept of rest mean?
On a spiritual level, when G-d ‘worked’ and created the world, He was involved
in creative energy, which is an outward expression of existence, an extension of
our will on the world. When G-d ‘rested’, he refrained from this creative energy
and went inward. So too, we are commanded to emulate this frame of
existence, which we base off of our ancestors who received the Torah in the
desert.
9
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…CONTINUED
In the times of the Mishkan (the Temporary Sanctuary) soon after the Jews received the Torah
in the desert, the Jews were involved in many holy but physical and creative activities during
the work-week (Sunday to Friday), particularly relating to the construction of the Mishkan. In
fact, there were 39 main categories of work, known as the 39 melachot, in constructing the
Mishkan. On Shabbos, they refrained from this type of work (the main categories and all their
offshoots).
Since receiving the Torah, Jews, for thousands of years, have followed this structure, even if the
Mishkan or the Holy Temples are not currently standing.
This means that during the six days of the week (Sunday to Friday), we are involved with holy
matters that are very physical and creative in nature, such as earning a living and going to
school. On Shabbos, like G-d, we look inward and refrain from creative energy to focus on
purely spiritual and holy matters. This means, we don’t work or even discuss matters of
business, we don’t go to school, we don’t even use electricity (which is a kin to creating fire –
one of the 39 melachot), and many other things. Instead, we tune off from the world and we
celebrate this day by focusing on our prayer services and going to shul (synagogue); having
festive meals with wine, bread and meat; learning Torah; and spending time with family and
friends; switching off from all devices and actually connecting with each other.
10
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WHY DO WE KEEP SHABBOS?
As discussed above, the command to rest is very clearly defined – it may even be something
that may not take a lot of energy, like drawing a picture (which is prohibited to do on Shabbos)
simply because it relates to one of the 39 melachot. However, by refraining from these acts of
creation, we make a statement of our subservience to G-d, and an admission that “we simply
cannot control everything”.
One big example of this is working and earning a living. We think that we control how much
money we make. And yes we have to put in our effort, but really it is G-d who decides how
much money we make. Having a lot of money in the bank doesn’t mean we actually get to use
it for the things we want – even if we make a lot of money, so much of it can get lost towards
maintenance and repairs, medical bills, fines and other ‘irritating’ expenses.
But how does this relate to keeping Shabbos you may ask?
During the time that our ancestors wandered in the desert, nourishing manna would fall from
the sky, except on Shabbos. But no one went hungry – a double portion would fall on Friday, so
that everyone would have more than enough for Shabbos.
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…CONTINUED
In today’s times, manna can be a kin to money. We think that in order to make more
money, we need to work on Shabbos. But G-d is telling us that by keeping His laws and
commandments, that by keeping Shabbos, we will not use lose out, we will get exactly
what we need. Even if we don’t get as much money in the bank, the money that we do
have will go to the causes we want and not to those ‘irritating’ expenses.
Keeping Shabbos is an absolute gift. Not only is it considered the channel through which
to be granted the blessing to make/receive money, it is a rejuvenation from the week
gone by and the week to come. It is a time quiet and free from all the noise of the
outside world, social media, technology, politics and the incessant stress of having to be
on call 24/7. It is a time to focus on G-d, ourselves and those closest to us.
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WHY DO SOME GIRLS NOT WEAR PANTS?
In Judaism there is something called tzniut, which is loosely translated as modesty.
Tzniut is a highly valued character trait in Judaism, and the Torah gives certain laws and
restrictions with regards to the way Jews dress, behave, speak and even think in order to
help us be ‘tznuah’.
In order to keep the laws of tzniut, Jewish men and women are commanded to cover
their elbows, collarbones and knees; women are to wear skirts and dresses; and men
are to wear pants or long shorts. Married women are also commanded to cover their hair.
These laws do not require Jewish men and women to dress unattractively. Similarly, they
are not there to prevent the opposite sex from being attracted to you. They are simply
laws to help us present ourselves to the world in a modest way and to emphasise the
beauty and depth of the internal, as opposed to the superficiality of the external.
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WHY DO SOME JEWS NOT TOUCH THE
OPPOSITE SEX?
In Judaism, we call this “shomer negiah”, which literally means ‘guarding one’s touch’. This
means that a Jewish person should not touch the opposite sex except if they are immediate
family members – spouses, parents, grandparents, children and siblings (although there is
debate as to touching siblings of the opposite sex over the age of puberty). Jewish singles as
well as those who are married hold shomer negiah.
Shomer negiah is related to Jewish law regarding sexual relationships – Jewish law forbids
certain relations and permits others. What lies behind these laws (including shomer negiah) is
the sanctity of intimacy. G-d created humans as sexually intimate beings. His laws are there to
preserve and enhance intimacy, not turn it into something fleeting and superficial. There is
much more to be said on this topic but we will give an example of why shomer negiah is
important in Jewish dating.
In Judaism, dating is an ends to a means – the means being marriage. One of the purposes of
life is to find one’s soul-mate and touch helps one be objective when doing so. If you are dating
someone for marriage, you want to make sure that your perspective of them isn’t clouded by
physical attraction alone, because lust and physicality fade. When that happens you may find
yourself with someone that doesn’t share the same values or goals as you. Judaism does not
negate physicality or touch. Instead, it holds it in high esteem, just with the right person, who is
compatible with you on an emotional and mental level and not based on physicality alone.
14
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What do Jews believe about the Messiah?
We refer to the Messiah as Moshiach. We do not believe Moshiach has been revealed to us
yet. We pray every day that this should be now. Moshiach will please G-d come by the
Hebrew year 6000, but he may come sooner. There are many things that will happen when
Moshiach comes, some of which include the following:
o
o
o
o
o

A complete revelation of G-dliness will exist in all the worlds
The Third Holy Temple (Third Beis haMikdash) will be rebuilt
Evil / unholiness will be removed from the world
Poverty, hunger, sickness, jealousy and eventually death will be removed from the world
In the final stages, there will be a ‘Resurrection of the Dead’

In summary, there will be radical changes in nature where miracles will become the norm.
Everything that is currently concealed from us will be revealed as this is an Era of G-dly
Wisdom.

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT MOSHIACH?
Moshiach is a married man of flesh and blood, and a direct descendent of King David,
from the tribe of Judah. He will reign as king over all the nations with kindness and
justice; and will be our spiritual leader. He will teach unbelievable Torah, and uphold the
Torah law – 613 mitzvot for Jews and the 7 Noahite laws for non-Jews.
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What do Jews believe about the
afterlife?
It is a basic tenet of Judaism that the death of the body does not represent man’s final
demise: after this worldly life he moves on to another, eternal life. In the words of Rabbi
Tzvi Freeman:
“There isn't anything after life, because Jews believe that life never ends. It just goes
higher and higher. In the afterlife, the soul is liberated from the body and returns closer
to her source than ever before.”
This physical life and our bodies are merely corporeal and temporary, eventually
disintegrating. The soul, however, is the eternal part of man, having the capacity to wholly
unite with G‑d.
When a person dies, his/her soul enters the Heavenly chamber where it is judged. Every
mitzvah (commandment) that a person does creates a defending angel, and every
misdeed creates an accusing angel. These angels come and bear witness on a person,
and every thought, speech, and action of the person’s lifetime is reviewed and taken into
account. The more misdeeds a person does in his/her lifetime, the more cleansing the
soul needs when it ascends back to heaven.
16
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…CONTINUED
In Judaism, there is no eternal damnation or hell. The Jewish concept of what you would
consider ‘hell’ is just a cleansing process, a proverbial place called Gehinom.
Going into heaven after having spent a life of creating distance between you and G-d
through one's misdeeds is like going into a relationship with baggage. The cleansing
process of Gehinom is a way to rid yourself of that baggage, which would ordinarily block
your ability to unite with G-d. While we understand Gehinom in human terms, we must
understand that it is not a physical place, nor is it eternal.
This cleansing process typically lasts not more than 11 months in most cases from the
time a person passes away.
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WHAT IS THE WORLD TO COME?
After the process of Gehinom (cleansing of the soul), the soul may enter Olam Habah,
the World to Come. A person’s portion in the World to Come is commensurate with the
mitzvahs (commandments) and good deeds he/she did in his/her physical lifetime.
It is interesting to note that there is a discussion about what exactly the Talmud (Oral
Jewish Law) means when it makes a reference to the World to Come.
Maimonides states that it is a reference to the World of Souls that the soul enters after death
to receive its earned reward, while Nachmanides and the Kabbalists state that the reference is
to the time of the Resurrection of the Dead, in the final stages of the era of Moshiach.
All opinions agree, however, that the concepts of both the World of Souls and the Resurrection
of the Dead are two separate existences.
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ARE ALL JEWS RELIGIOUS?
No, Judaism is unique in that it is not defined by its religiosity.
Judaism is not just a religion; it is a nation and a heritage. According to Torah law, a
person is Jewish if he/she is born from a Jewish mother or undergoes an orthodox
conversion.
This means that a Jewish person cannot ‘convert out of Judaism’ – he or she will
always be Jewish. Similarly, a Jewish person does not need to be religious to be a
Jew. Every Jewish person is on his or her own journey and keeps the Torah law
according to his or her own level and capabilities.
This also means that not all Jews look like the stereotypical “religious” Jew that is
portrayed by the media, movies or historical images (even though there are those
who do).
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HOW DOES CONVERTING TO JUDAISM WORK?
Judaism is quite unique in its attitude towards conversion. It is important to note that there
is no such thing as a Jewish missionary as we do not actively try bring people into the faith.
The conversion process is quite long and a prospective convert is sometimes faced with
challenges along the way. This is because conversion is a lifetime commitment and the
Jewish Court want to make sure that the person converting is doing so for genuine and
sincere reasons, as well as to ensure that the person converting knows what they’re
getting themselves into (in addition to learning the vast texts and laws on how to be a
practicing Jew).
The process typically involves being accepted onto an orthodox conversion programme,
attending lectures, meetings with the Rabbis, tests, orals and eventually practicing Jewish law
amidst a Jewish community. The final stages of a conversion include a final exam, committing
wholly to every single Jewish law, immersion in a kosher mikveh (a spiritually cleansing pool of
natural water) and a circumcision for a male convert.
Once a person has converted, he or she is considered a fully-fledged Jew, no exception. On a
spiritual level, a convert is someone who always had a Jewish soul (albeit it just enters at the
time of the mikveh).
20

בס״ד

SECTION 2
ISRAEL
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WHAT IS ZIONISM?
Zionism is a liberation movement enshrining the right the Jewish people have to
self-determination in their indigenous homeland, Israel. It is a movement that
supports our right to be safe from persecutions and threats, in our national and
indigenous homeland.
A common misconception is that Zionism was created in response to the
Holocaust, but the truth is that these ideas and ideals were in action years
before. In fact, the liberation movement was formally launched in the late 19th
century, which sought to overcome 1,900 years of oppression across Europe and
the Middle East and regain self-determination in our indigenous land. Theodor
Herzl envisioned re-establishing the Jewish state as early as 1896. and is
considered to be the father of modern Zionism. We say modern because the
notion of returning to our ancestral homeland and re-establishing our sovereignty
has been at the core of Judaism and Jewish identity since the time we were
expelled from our land.
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FACTS ABOUT ZIONISM
o

Zion is an age-old name for Jerusalem and the land of Israel.

o

Nowadays there is a law in Israel called The Right of Return. If there is to ever
be a threat to the Jewish nation, the Jewish people have a guaranteed safe
space to which to flee. This gains Zionism much support as Jews have a
history of persecution.

o

There are many forms of Zionism including but not limited to: Liberal Zionism,
Revisionist Zionism, Religious Zionism, Green Zionism.

o

Zionism is not only a Jewish ideal. Many Christians/Arabs/Hindus believe in
Zionism and actively support it.

23

בס״ד

ARE THERE ONLY JEWS IN ISRAEL?
No. Despite being a Jewish state, Israel is home to a multitude of varying races,
religions and ethnicities. Also, Israeli citizenship is not limited to Jewish people. Here
are the country’s citizen-statistics:
o

79% of Israelis are Jewish

o

14% of Israelis are Arab Muslims

o

7% of Israelis are Christians, Druze, and Bedouin

Israel is a democracy and therefore all Israeli citizens have equal rights (including the
right to vote and the right to practice one’s religion) and have equal opportunities in
the workplace and in government.
Reference: SWU: h-ps://www.standwithus.com/copy-of-test-page-answering-tough-q
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WHAT’S THE WAR IN ISRAEL ABOUT?
Contrary to what some people will say, the conflict has very little to do with religious affiliation.
The conflict is ultimately about two nations fighting over the same piece of land, each claiming
rights to it. The history of the conflict is long and complicated and anyone who wants to learn
more is encouraged to do more research. We recommend Googling StandWithUs and the
International Legal Forum. However here is a short summary from excerpts of StandWithUs
resources:
The Jewish people are indigenous to Israel, the birthplace of their identity and unique culture,
and have maintained a documented presence for over 3,000 years. Independent Jewish rule
in Israel existed intermittently for over a millennium until the first century, when Imperial Rome
crushed a series of Jewish rebellions. After crushing the third of these revolts, Imperial Rome
renamed the country “Syria Palaestina” in a bid to destroy the indigenous Jewish link to the
land.
The land of Israel never became the sovereign territory of any other nation but was governed
by a series of pagan, Christian and Islamic imperial powers — Rome, the Byzantine Empire,
Sassanids, Arabs, Umayyads, Abbasids, Fatimids, Seljuks, Crusaders, Ayyubids, Mamluks and
Ottomans. In an act of historical justice, the international community recognized that after
millennia of persecution and expulsions, the Jewish people had a right to self-determination in
their ancestral homeland.
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…CONTINUED
The Jewish people also accepted the fact that others now lived in their land as well. In around
the 19th century, Palestine was home to around 300,000 people, drawn from a diversity of
ethnic groups, including Arabs, Jews, Circassians, Druze, Kurds and Europeans. Some ha
dlived in the region for generations, while others were immigrants from neighbouring areas.
Israeli leaders supported the UN’s 1947 recommendation to partition the Jewish homeland so
Palestinian Arabs could establish history’s first Palestinian state. Israel also granted equal
rights to all Arabs in its borders. However, the Arab leaders rejected this recommendation and,
instead, launched an unsuccessful war to seize the whole territory, with disastrous
consequences for the majority of Palestinians.
Unfortunately, Arab leaders refuse to accept a Jewish state, no matter how small. They
continue to reject peace-offers for a two-state solution and dismiss any compromises that
would allow both peoples to fulfill their aspirations to self-determination.
The violent rejectionism of Palestinian and Arab leaders was, and continues to be, an injustice
to Israelis and Palestinians alike.
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SECTION 3
ISRAEL’S SECURITY
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WHY DOES ISRAEL NEED SUCH AN
INTENSE ARMY?
To answer in the style of the question – because it has such intense neighbours. Israel is smaller
than the Kruger National Park and is surrounded by many hostile countries. In 1948, when the
State of Israel was established, it was immediately attacked by 5 Arab nations, in a war we now
call “the War of Independence” but originally the Arab world called it “the War of Extermination”.
Israel had dug up its parks and converted them into mass graves in anticipation of the slaughter
that seemed inevitable but miraculously we survived. Then again Israel faced attack in the Six Day
War and again in the Yom Kippur war and again and again until this day.
Even when there is no full-scale war going on, Israel is constantly subjected to many threats and
acts of terror. The Intifadas of 1987-1993 and 2000-2005 were periods where busses, coffee
shops and all sorts of public spaces were attacked by suicide bombers and their detonating vests,
killing thousands.
Israelis have had to face kidnappings (like the 3 boys from Gush Etzion) and murders (like the
Fogel family) and, of sheer necessity, have developed some of the most cutting-edge anti-terrorism
capabilities in the world. In response to the rocket fire Israel faces, Israel developed the Iron Dome
missile defense system. The Iron Dome has no offensive capability and is purely defensive,
knocking incoming rockets out of the sky.
Do we want to need such an “intense” army? Absolutely not. Do we need it? Absolutely yes.
Because at the end of the day, the Israeli Defense Force will do as its name describes – defend
itself and its people.
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WHY ARE THERE SECURITY BARRIERS
IN ISRAEL?
The reason as to why Israel has built security barriers/blockades is in its name –
security barriers. These barriers/blockades are to ensure the national safety and
security of all its citizens, Jews, Christians and Muslims alike.
In general, Iranian leaders call for Israel to be “wiped off the map” and are racing to
build nuclear weapons. Iranian-supported proxies Hamas and Hezbollah continue to
build larger military arsenals and threaten Israel on its southern and northern borders,
hence the need for these security barriers and blockades so as to ensure Israel’s and
her people’s protection.
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WHY ARE THERE SECURITY BARRIERS
INTO GAZA?
The reason as to why there is a blockade surrounding Gaza is in order to prevent the
importation and smuggling of weaponry and other such items into Gaza that would be
used in acts of terrorism.
It is well known that Hamas is a terrorist organization and considered as such by the U.S.,
E.U., Canada, and various Arab governments. Hamas’ charter calls for the murder of Jews
and “obliteration” of Israel. Despite the blockade, Hamas has fired from within Gaza tens
of thousands of rockets into Israel over the years (in addition to the various suicide
bombings, shootings, knifings, and car rammings murdering hundreds of Israeli civilians
in Israel).
It is therefore no surprise that the UN Palmer Report confirmed that Israel’s blockade to
prevent weapons transfers is legal and appropriate under international law.
As for humanitarian aid and necessities like food, petrol, medical supplies, not only does
Israel not prevent it from entering but Israel contributes and facilitates thousands of
truckloads of these goods into Gaza, and allows thousands of Gazans to come to Israel
for medical care, as the people of Gaza should not be made to suffer for the actions of
their leaders.
30
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Some facts about the West Bank fence
o There was no security fence along the West Bank prior to the violence of the
second intifada, when suicide bombers could simply walk into Israel from
Palestinian communities.
o Construction of the fence began in 2002.
o It is 97% fence and 3% wall.
o There are many countries that have security fences and/or walls at their
disputed borders, including Northern Ireland, India, Thailand, Kuwait, Cyprus
and South Korea.
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WHAT’S THE STORY WITH GAZA?
In 1967 Israel captured the Gaza strip (and the entire Sinai Peninsula) during the Six
Day War. The Peninsula, with all its oil reserves, was returned to Egypt in a peace treaty
that lasts to this day, while the Gaza strip has remained in Israel’s control, which has
housed both Palestinians and Israelis.
In 2005, as part of an attempt for peace (Israel’s dream), Israel evicted its own citizens
from Gaza and withdrew completely, in the hopes that the Palestinians would be able
to create a self-governing state.
In 2006, Hamas won the elections and killed off members of Fatah, an opposing
faction (who, under the auspices of the Palestinian Authority, control the West bank
areas). Hamas then transformed the Gaza strip into a terrorist stronghold, the most
significant of the terrorist attacks being the rockets that are launched from Gaza into
Israel. However, there are many other examples of terror (such as the terror tunnels
from Gaza into Israel, Hamas using Palestinians as human shields and planting their
terrorist headquarters in civilian buildings, hospitals and schools).
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SECTION 4
THE TOUGH QUESTIONS
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WHAT DOES JUDAISM SAY ABOUT
HOMOSEXUALITY?
The answer to this question is twofold: First, we must understand that Torah law
forbids any sexual act of homosexuality, much like it forbids unkosher food, lashon
hara (gossip) and many other things (to more or less degrees). Second, we must
understand that a Jew is a Jew no matter his or her level of religious observance.
Even if a Jew does not uphold all the Torah laws, Jewish law demands us to follow
other mitzvos (commandments) such as “love your fellow [Jew] as yourself”. One of
the most important tenets of Judaism is the unity of the Jewish people and ahavas
Yisroel, the love Jewish people have towards each other.
Therefore, while homosexuality is not permitted according to Jewish law, Judaism
does not hold anything against the people themselves. Each Jew has his/her own
journey and relationship with G-d. Therefore, whatever sins they do in their lifetime is
between them and G-d.
Many Jewish leaders today have made a point to become more inclusive within the
community not only concerning sexuality but all LGBTQIA+ issues. There are many
Jewish communities who have openly come out in support of the queer community
and have made every effort to make them feel as included and loved as possible.
34
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ARE ALL JEWS RICH?
No, this is merely a stereotype.
Just like in any other religion or nation, Jew’s have both high and low net-worth
individuals, including those who are on the breadline. What Jews do have that is rather
unique, however, are very strong community welfare institutions that support the Jewish
community. In addition, Jews have a religious obligation to give no less than 10% of their
take home income to charity, which often goes to the community welfare institutions.
It is also interesting to look at the historical context of this stereotype. In Europe Jews
were forbidden from practicing many different careers and could not own land. Due to
this, they were left to be peddlers and tax collectors. The latter caused Jews to be
associated with money and created the false and dangerous stereotype that Jews are
obsessed with money.
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IS ZIONISM COLONIALISM?
Not at all. As we have mentioned, Zionism is a liberation movement enshrining the right
the Jewish people have to self-determination in their indigenous homeland, Israel.
Colonialism, on the other hand, is the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political
control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically. The
key aspect of colonialism is that it is a foreign power coming in, claiming a land that is
indigenous to other people as their own and then exploiting the land to their benefit.
This idea of colonialism makes no sense when talking about Israel and the Jewish people
because the Jewish people are the indigenous people of the land of Israel!
Even though the Jewish people have had a difficult history of persecution and
dispossession of their homeland over the course of history, they have maintained an
unbroken physical, historical and spiritual connection with the land of Israel for over
3,000 years. The irony is that the State of Israel is therefore one of the most successful
stories of decolonization.
By equating Zionism with colonialism, it is blatant antisemitism. To say that Zionism is
colonialism is to deny the Jewish people of their right to self-determine in their indigenous
homeland; it denies that the Jewish people their historical and religious claim to their
homeland; and it denies the history of Jewish people and their existence as a nation.
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How was the establishment of Israel not
an injustice to Palestinians?
At the time of Israel’s Independence, the Jewish people accepted that during their
expulsion from the land, other people were living in the land too. Israeli leaders
supported the UN’s 1947 plan to partition the land so that Palestinians could, for the
first time, have their own sovereign state. Unfortunately, Arab leaders did not share
this sentiment and refused to accept a Jewish state, no matter how small. Instead,
they launched an unsuccessful war to seize the whole territory, with disastrous
consequences for the majority of Palestinians. The refusal and inability of the Arab
leaders to compromise is the injustice to the Palestinians (and Israelis). It is this
refusal to compromise that has prevented Palestinians from having their own
sovereign state. And it is this hatred for the existence of a Jewish State, no matter
how small, that has lead to the humanitarian violations for Palestinians and Israelis
alike.
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Aren’t settlements in the West Bank illegal?
Though this topic is widely disputed, here are a few facts according to StandWithUs
resources:
o According to Israeli law settlements in the West Bank are legal, although
“outposts” are not.
o Jordan illegally annexed Judea and Samaria following the 1948 War and renamed
it the “West Bank”. After Jordan attacked Israel in 1967, Israel took control of the
territory in an act of self-defense. Israel offered to give up much of the West Bank
for peace in 1968, but Jordan rejected the offer.
o As per the 1993 Oslo Accords/Peace Process, the West bank is divided into 3
Areas, until a final peace agreement is reached:
o Area A, over which the Palestinian Authority has full control – 20% of the
area
o Area B, over which the Palestinian Authority has civilian control and Israel
controls security matters – 20% of the area
o Area C, over which Israel has full control – 60% of the area
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…CONTINUED
o Under customary law and the Hague Conventions, Israel was obligated to
administer the area until peace was achieved. UN Resolution 242 (1967)
assumed Israel would administer the territories until Arab countries were willing to
negotiate new, more secure borders, as Egypt did in 1979 and Jordan did in 1994.
o The built-up areas of Israeli settlements cover approximately 2 percent of all West
Bank land.
o It is unfortunate that Palestinian leaders rejected every Israeli offer of peace and
territorial compromise, and delayed resuming negotiations to determine future
borders. Meanwhile, terrorists continue to threaten Israeli civilians, forcing Israel
to maintain its security activity as agreed upon in the Oslo Accords.
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END NOTE
Thank you for taking the time to read through this handbook. We hope that it was
interesting and beneficial; and helped to answer some of your questions!
And thank you to all of those who sent in answers and helped contribute to this
handbook. We couldn’t have done it without you!
Before we leave you, please take note that this handbook is only intended to be a
brief introduction to the many topics we have discussed. We also do not claim to be
experts on any of these topics.
And please, don’t let this be the end. There is an abundance of resources available
and we encourage you to continue learning and growing!
Don’t hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions, comments or
suggestions. We are here for you!
SAUJS TUKS 2021
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FOLLOW US @SAUJS
@TUKS.SAUJS @TUKSSAUJS

REACH OUT
saujs@saujs.co.za
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